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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES. 


The Trustees of the Peabody Institute respectfully present to 
the towns of South Danvers and Danvers their Eighth Annual 
Report. As was suggested and explained in a former report, 
aside from the care, control and management of the funds and 
real estate of the Institute, nearly all of the active and immedi- 
ate direction of its affairs devolves upon the Lyceum and Li- 
brary Committee. Their report to us is herewith submitted, 
and it is so full and exact in its details as to preclude the neces- 
sity of any suggestions on our part, Lu ther than to say, that as 
will be seen by the Report of our 1 reasurer, the Institute is free 
from debt, its income fully meeting its expenditures. 

It. will also be seen, by the examination of the Committee s re- 
port — and we feel a deep gratification in being able ourselves to 

give official assur; me of ihefact that the affairs of the Institute 4 , 

it mil its departments, are in a highly prosperous condition, that 
its usefulness is increasing, that its privileges are Incoming yet 
better appreciated and more highly enjoyed, and that its past 
and present career give undoubted promise that it will in the fu- 
ture wholly fulfil the high aims and noble purposes of its gen- 
erous founder. 
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The Trustees feel that they would be remiss in their duty, 
should they close their Report without an allusion to the great 
loss in the ranks of its friends which the Institute lias sustained 
during the past year, by the death of our former townsman and 
friend, the late Rufus Choate. 

Always alive to whatever concerned the welfare of those to 
whom he was bound by early ties which absence and years fail- 
ed to weaken, Mr. Choate from the first felt a dee)) interest in 
the Institute, and watched anxiously its progress and success ; 
and at our dedication services in September, 185 i, he pronouns d 
an oration, which, with its sound practical lessons, e nforced 
as they were with a wealth of learning and a matchless beauts 
and force of eloquence, will ever remain one of our choicest treas- 
ures, while at she same time it. will stand among the proudest 
monuments to the fame of this great scholar and orator. With- 
in a few days, by the generosity of one of our citizens, (whose 
modesty, equalling his liberality, has endeavored to conceal bis 
name, but who is understood to have been E. W. Upton, Esq.,) 
a painting of Mr. Choate, a remarkably fine picture from the 
easel of that distinguished artist, Joseph Ames, lias come into 
the possession of the Institute, and now hangs in the large hall, 
near Healey's great painting of Mr. Peabody. There they are, 
he, who proclaimed in those sweet, mellow tones which yet lin- 
ger on our ears and haunt our memories, “ Happy, almost above 
all, the noble giver, whose heart is large enough to pay of the 
abundance which crowns his life, to pay out of his single means, 
the wdiole debt this generation owes the future," — and he , who 
still survives, “ to enjoy in the gratitude, love and honor of this 
generation, the honor, love and gratitude with which the latest 
Avill assuredly cherish his name, and partake and transmit his 
benefaction.” There let him remain, the manly form and be- 
neficent countenance of the one, the beaming glance and glow- 
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ing features of the other. There let them remain, ever to re- 
mind us of honor, honesty, generosity and all the virtues, of el- 
oquence, learning, and winning grace, and the undying triumphs 
of mind and thus let their names forever be associated in the 
recollections of our children and our children’s children. 

The death of Mr. Choate, so widely felt as almost a personal 
bereavement, was nowhere more deeply mourned than here, 
annd the scenes of his early labors, but of his constant and en- 
during regard. And while it would have been out of place to 
have entered upon any formal eulogium, it certainly may be 
permitted thus to recall the name of our departed friend, to 
make passing mention of his services, and to pay our public 
though humble tribute to his memory. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

In behalf of the Board of Trustees. 

ALFRED A. ABBOTT, Chat, 'man. 

South Danvers, March 5, 1800. 
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TRUSTEES of the PEABODY INSTITUTE in Account with FRANKLIN OSBORN. 

1359. Dr. 


March 24 To cash paid L. & L. com., draft (Branch, 'I . . 210 00 

April 29 44 44 “ « «• 44 . . 300 00 

“ “ 44 3 shares Warren Bank stock, . . 328 50 

June 2 44 44 T. Chadbourn, bill, 4 00 

44 44 44 Aqueduct hills, 8 50 

44 4 4 44 bill Carpeting 51 50 

4 4 4 4 4 4 bill Trees and labor, 21 25 

44 44 44 44 Printing, 18 83 

44 44 4 4 Haven & Whitten, furnace bill, 9 75 

4 4 44 4 4 N. T. Clark, cap-stone bill,.... 10 00 

44 44 4 4 Geo. M. Walton’s bill, 1 33 

44 44 44 J. II. Teague, “ * 5 83 

44 44 44 B. M. Hills 44 1 10 

44 4 4 44 Wm. F. Small *8 44 19 00 

July 1 1 44 4 4 L. & L. committee draft, .... 800 00 

4 4 44 4 4 J. W. Osborne's bill 48 11 

44 41 •* John Perkins’ bill, 1 87 

4 4 44 4 4 (leo. M. Teel's bill, 2 50 

4 4 44 44 Win. Very’s bill, 75 

Oct. 4 44 44 L. it L. committee, draft (Branch,) 210 00 

Nov. 2 1 44 44 Isaac Hardy’s bili for soil,.... 2!) 20 

» 4 44 44 F. Osborn’s bill for labor,.... 8 (*>0 

44 44 44 Aqueduct bill, 8 50 

1660. 

Jan. 1<> 4 4 4 4 Insurance at Franklin office,. .. . 30 00 

“ “ 44 Insurance at Manufacturers,. .. . 15 00 

44 “• 44 E. H. Staten’s bill, 19 91 

44 4 4 44 Wooden Shovel, 4 25 

4 4 44 4 4 L. & L. committee draft,.... 800 00 

25 “ 44 Insurance at Neptune otficc,. .. . 10 00 

28 “ 44 Clark A: Giddinge bill, 31 70 

4 4 4 4 44 1 1 . P Ives & A. A. Smith,.... 12 59 

4 4 44 44 N. it T. II. Frothingham, .... 5 83 

4 4 44 44 J. H. Teague’s bill, 7 03 

44 44 4 4 Geo. M. Walton’s bill, 07 

Balance 331 34—3,875 52 


1859 

Feb. 14 By Balance, 

Mch. 1 44 Ink on town Danvers note, (Branch) 

Apr. 29 44 Ink on So. Danvers note, 

“ 44 Received for use of Hall, 

44 44 Rents Arc., quarter ending April,,... 

44 44 Bal. it lnt. on W, Merrill’s note, . ... 

June 2 44 lnt. on South Danvers note, 

July 2 44 July payment of Mr. Peabody, 

’ll 44 Rents &c., quarter ending July 

Sept. 27 44 lnt. on town of Danvers note, (Branch) 

Oct. 4 4 Rents «fcc., quar. ending Oct., and divi- 

dends of Warren Bank Stock, 

Nov. 21 44 Town of So. Danvers Note, 

Dec. 29 44 44 44 41 44 44 


Or. 


324 78 
210 00 
210 00 
18 25 
138 25 
253 37 
90 00 
000 00 
131 25 
210 00 

153 25 

210 00 
90 00 


Amount carried forward, 


2,G39 15 



7 


Amount brought forward 2,639 15 

1860 

Jan. 4 « Jan. payment of Mr. Peabopy, GOO 00 

16 “ Rents ending Jan., 124 37 

Feb. 17 «< Use of Hall, 12 00—3,375 52 

By Balance, 331 34 

FRANKLIN OSBORN, Treasurer. 
South Danvers, February 21th, 1860. 


SECURITIES. 

Note of Town of South Danvers, dated March 12, 1858 7000 

„ « «. “ April 28, “ 3000 

Three Shares stock Warren Bank, $100 each, 300 

$10,300 00 


BRANCH LIBRARY. 

Note of Town of Danvers, dated Feb. 25tb, 1857 $7000 00 


S88 


gfjjort of iluj Jiircmn and Tib rail] (I'onunilli'C. 


To thk Board of Trustees ok tiik Pkahody Insthttk : 

Bv the Rules and Regulations which have been adopted for 
the Government of the Peabody Institute, it is made the duty 
of the President of the Lyceum and Library Committee to 
make an Annual Report to the Board of Trustees. 

The Committee is divided into Sub-Committees for the man- 
agement of the different departments of the Institute, and the 
facts, herewith respectfully submitted, of their doings for the 
year ending February, 18C>0, are mainly derived from the Re- 
ports of the various Sub-Committees. 

The Lyceum and Library Committee report as follows : 

In the purchase of books, the committee have pursued sub- 
stantially the same policy that has been followed by yoiu* former 
committees, to whom the same duties were entrusted. Look- 
ing to the permanent interests and usefulness of the Library, 
as well as to its more immediate effects in fostering a love of 
reading in the young, at their first meeting they set apart the 
sum of $150 to the purchase of historical works of standard 
reputation and enduring value. Last year the amount devoted 
to the same object was $200, nearly all of which was expended 
upon British History. Following the same idea, it was thought 
best this year, to apply the amount thus appropriated to the 
history of some of the continental nations, viz : to Russia, 
Austria, and Italy. The sum thus expended, has probably 
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somewhat exceeded the appropriation ; but it is thought that, 
this is rather a matter of congratulation than of regret. Indeed 
a part ot the committee were desirous that a much larger sum 
should he applied to this purpose, but considerations were sub- 
sequently presented which led the committee to adopt the 
smaller sum. 

Your committee are unanimous in the opinion that these 
specific appropriations for the purchase of standard works is 
good policy ; and cau hut express the hope that they may appear 
in the same light to their successors. 

So far as their means have warranted, your committee have 
also purchased the more valuable current publications, which 
promise to he of general and permanent utility, including His- 
tory, Biography, Travels, Essays, Poetry and Science. Lastly 
comes the class of popular books, embracing fictions of various 
degrees of merit. To many, perhaps, the money to be expend- 
ed may seem to he wasted ; but on the other hand, to a much 
larger class, these works constitute the chief attraction of the 
Library. Your committee do not give this as a reason for the 
purchase ; they have depended, rather, upon their own judgment 
of how far the popular taste should be regarded, in the selection 
of books. One rule they have endeavored to observe, though, 
no doubt, they have sometimes made mistakes, and that is, to 
admit into the Library no book of doubtful moral tendency. 
It. is believed that the statement given below will show a smaller 


proportion of fictitious works in the purchases of the year than 
many persons have supposed. 

Number of volumes of Fiction purchased this year. . . . 18.1 

“ “ History and Biography 230 

“ <fc Travels and Explorations, 48 

“ “ Essays, Poetry, Sermons, Speeches o7 

“ “ Science and Art 112 

“ “ Miscellaneous, 78 


At the annual meeting of the general committee in May last, 
it was voted that $700 be entrusted to the Library committee, 
to be expended in the purchase of books. It was understood, 
however, that there was a small surplus from the last year’s 
funds unexpended, on which they might draw in case it becamt 
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desirable. I \iby liave accordingly expended the sum of $788,125 
in the purchase of 617 volumes, making an average cost of 
$1.28 per volume, nearly. This average is increased by the 
purchase of a complete set of the London Art Journal. Many 
ul the historical works, also, were quite expensive. 

there have been 70 volumes added to the Library by dona- 
tion during the year; and 21 volumes of periodicals have been 
bound and placed on the shelves. 


No. of volumes added to the Library this year,.... 

Whole number now in the Library, 

No. loaned during the year, 

No. supposed to be lost 

Names of borrowers added to the Ledger, 

No. of names rec d since establishing the Library,. 

The names of the donees to the 


(ico. Peabody, of Loudon, dvol 
(»eo. A, Upton, 5 “ 


J. \V\ Proctor 41 

J. W. Upton, 4 “ 


708 

7,217 

21,887 


260 
2,710 

Library art* given below ; 

Fitch Poole 22 volte 

Prof. J. L. Taylor,... 2 44 
lb »S. Dep, of Interior, 4 44 
Smithsonian Institute, 4 “ 


I'he following gentlemen and institutions have contributed one 
volume each: — N. P. Hanks, N. H. Poor, Francis linker, Peabody 
branch Library, Boston Public Library, New Bedford Public Libra- 
ry, Iv H. Hinklev, Richard Smith, M. F. Maury, Mary 1). Wallis, 
A. D. Bache, Dr. Josiah Curtis, Baltimore Mercantile Association. 


Before any further additions to the Library are made, it will 
be necessary to provide more shelf- room ; indeed the Librarian 
reports that about forty additional shelves are now needed for 
the accommodation ot the volumes we already possess. This 
want will receive the immediate attention of your committee. 

I he usual amount of injury to the books by necessary wear 
i" noticeable, but not more than is to be expected each year. 

By a glance at the above statements, it will be seen that a 
greater number of volumes have been added to the Library 
than in any previous year, and that the number borrowed from 
it is greater than in the last year. Your committee will not 
add the usual remarks on the prosperity of this department of 
the Institute, as these facts speak for themselves. 

E. B. HINKLE Y, Chairman uj Lib. Cum mi net. 


\ 
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Tilt: Committee on Lectures report as follows : 

LECTURES. 

The committee received, soon after tlio commencement of 
their term of service, a petition numerously signed by citizens 
of the town, both ladies and gentlemen, requesting them to 
procure some one to deliver a course of lectures on Botany, to 
be delivered during the Summer season. The general com- 
mittee having placed at. the disposal of the lecture committee 
an additional sum to meet the expenses of such a course, they 
engaged Cyrus M. lraoy, Lsq., of Lynn, to deliver a course of 
ten lectures on that subject. Mr. Tracy commenced on the 
-1st of June and continued to deliver two lectures each week, 
on Tuesday and Friday evenings, closing the 22d of July. It 
will be perceived by the above dates, that the time included in 
the delivery of these lectures, was that during w hich the weather 
is usually most oppressive, and, as. might be supposed, this had 
a very unfavorable effect upon the attendance at these lectures. 
The committee .consider themselves fortunate in having been 
able, at a very moderate rate of compensation, to secure the 
services of Mr, Tracy j a gentleman well know n for his pro- 
ficiency m the science of Botany, for his skill in elucidating and 
ill initiating the subject, and for his intimate acquaintance with 
the flora of Essex County. The committee feel persuaded, 
that,, had these lectures been given earlier in the season, they 
would have had no reason to complain of the thin attendance 
at the lecture hall. I hey would therefore recommend to those 
hereafter having charge of this department, to repeat the expe- 
riment of a special Summer course whenever opportunity occurs, 
believing that the science of Botany is one peculiarly adapted 
to be taught by lectures. 

1 he sixth Annual course of lectures commenced on the 1st of 
November with a lecture by George Sumner Esq., of Boston, 
and was closed by llev. William H. Milburn, of Brooklyn, 
N. \ ., on the 1st of March. Dr. R. Solger of Roxhurv, after 
the opening of the course,. gave three lectures on 'The Races of 


1 « 


Man, and was followed by Dr. Frederick 11. Hedge, of Brook - 
line, with a series of six lectures on the History of the Middle 
Age, the same formerly delivered by him at the Lowell Insti- 
tute in Boston. Dr. Hedge’s lectures must be considered as, 
in some measure, a substitute for the Scientific course which 
the committee had contemplated having, in imitation of the plan 
pursued the last season. In obedience to wishes very generally 
expressed, the committee made considerable exertion to secure 
a course of lectures on Astronomy, but were obliged to abandon 
it, for the present, on finding that the sum necessary to be 
paid to obtain a first class lecturer, would draw too largely on 
the fund placed at their disposal. One serious obstacle in the 
way of procuring suitable persons to deliver lectures on Scien- 
tific subjects, is the distance they are often obliged to come, 
and the time necessary to be consumed iu order to finish an 
engagement. The committee can see no complete remedy for 
this, until they shall be able to offer such compensation as may 
induce gentlemen of ability to write courses of lectures express- 
ly for them, as is doue by the managers of the Lowell Insti- 
tute at Boston. 

The committee had designed to offer some general remarks 
on the lecture system now in vogue, but will forbear at present, 
as they desire before closing to call the attention of the general 
committee, and through them, of the Trustees, to some defects 
in the lighting and heating of the Lecture Hall. The furnace 
has proved to be quite insufficient to render the Hall comfort- 
able in cold weather, and many persons have been prevented 
from attending from that cause alone. The committee would 
suggest that an additional furnace might remedy the difficulty, 
and would be useful whenever it is desirable to heat the Hall 
and the Library room at the same time. They would also 
recommend that additional light be furnished in the Hall, par- 
ticularly in the part near the gallery, where young persons are 
apt to congregate, and are encouraged by the darkness to dis- 
turb the audience by conversation during the lecture. 

The expenses of the lectures have been as follows : 


To Mr. Tracy, for ten Lectures, $50.00 

To Lecturers for Winter course, 435.00 

For entertainment by estimate, 30.00 


$515.00 

Henry 1. Durant, Kscj., of Boston, who delivered an inters 
eating lecture on the life of James Otis, very generously direct- 
cd that his fee be expended by the Librarian, for books to be 
placed in the library. 

1 HOS. M. STIMPSON, Chairman oj Lecture C&m. 


M TORY AiTOI .NT OF TRRVSI RER OF LIBRARY AID l WED! COMMITTEE. 


1800. 

Dr. 

Feb’y. To cash paid for Lectures, <fcc., 

$603 80 

44 44 14 for Books, . . 

393 63 

44 44 44 Librarian, 

300 00 

44 44 44 Assistants, . 

64 88 

44 4 4 44 Teague, .... 

104 96 

4 4 4 4 44 Printing, 

74 35 

44 44 44 Binding, .... 

60 45 

44 ** <* Coal 

50 66 

44 4 4 44 Gas, 

70 70 

4 4 44 44 Transportation and Express, 

12 92 

4 4 4 4 44 Postage, Stationery, Blank Books, . 42 45 

Balance, 

386 00 — $2164 80 

1859 

Cr. 

Feb’y. By Balance, .... 

$231 80 

44 drafts on Treasurer of Trustees. . 

1900 00 

44 rec'd for Catalogues, 

2 95 

44 Finas, ..... 

30 05 — $2164 80 

1160. 


Feb’y, By Balanae, . 

386 00 

44 Oufcstaud’g Bill of Tic-knor A Fiald for Books, 

160 00 
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Branch Library, Danvers. 

Danvkrs, February 6th, 18(50. 

To the Lyceum and Library Committee of the Peabody Institute, 
Gf.kti.kmkn, — We have to report the following as the operation* 
of the “ Branch Library ” during the last six months, suv silver 


August l, 1859 : 

Number of borrowers' names added to the Ledger, 89 

Whole number of names on the Ledger, l,f>0(> 

Volumes delivered during last month, 5,507 

Average number of volumes delivered per week,. . 2 ‘<20 

Volumes added to the Library, • • • 172 

Whole number volumes in Library, 3,122 


Report Tor the Year. 

By referring to the last semi-annual report, the following appear* 
to be the operations for the year, viz., since February 1, 1859 


Number of borrowers' names added to the Ledger. 159 

Present number now on Ledger, 1,000 

Volumes delivered during the year, 11,262 

Average number of volumes delivered per week,. . . 235 

Number of volumes added to the Library, 182 

Number of volumes now in the Library, 3,122 

No. of vols. bound and re-bound during the year,. . 150 


Stale of the Funds. 

Cash in Treasurer’s hands, 74.9 I 

Six Months interest on $7000, (due 25th inst ). . . 210.00 


8284 94 

Outstanding bills, estimated, • 897.25 

Balance at credit of Branch Library, 187 69 

Expenses paid to February 6th, 1860, 1,305.62 
Paid for Books* “ “ “ 2,749.90 

Total Payments to date, $4,055.52 

Respectfully submitted. 


for the Branch Library Committee. 

WM. L. WESTON. 


Danvers, February 6th, 1860- 
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General Remarks. 

The foregoing statements give a full view of all that htw 
taken place under the direction and m an age men t of the Lyceum 
and Library committee for the past year. The committee have 
had much duty to perforin, and it has been attended to with 
cheerfulness and punctuality. They have spared no efforts to 
satisfy the public, and if they have not in every instance been 
successful, any failures which have occurred, have resulted 
from no want of effort or attention on their part. It appears 
there has been no diminution of interest with regard to the 
invaluable privileges which the Institute affords. There has 
been a steady increase of borrowers of books from the library, 
and the whole number of names received since the opening of 
the library has been nearly three thousand. The library now 
numbers more than seven thousand volumes. It. has been 
noticed that many young men and women have become con- 
stant readers — reading not only works of fiction, but the more 
substantial and standard works, which are calculated to impart 
general knowledge, and improve and elevate the mind, who 
would hardly have read a dozen volumes, had they not found 
them at their service without money and without price. It lias 
also been observed that persons who come into town, at once 
record their names upon the books ; and those who leave regret 
that they lose the opportunity for reading which they have 
freely enjoyed, and which cannot be found elsewhere. Tint 
notwithstanding these pleasing and interesting facts, it has been 
thought that a portion of our population do not so fully appre- 
ciate the advantages for instruction and entertainment gratui- 
tously offered to all, as they should. We know not how to 
account for this except that a part of the community had passed 
the enthusiastic period of their lives for reading before the 
Institute was founded. But the active and governing men and 
women of the next generation, will have come up fresh from 
this living fountain for the promotion of “ knowle dge and 
morality,” and will know its inestimable value and importance ; 
and their own experience will lead them to impress its worth 
upon the minds of tkeir children and others, and thereby ex- 
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cite a general and deep interest throughout the whole com- 
ru unity, We do not hesitate to state that ayoung man of good 
rapacity and industrious habits, if he has a taste for reading, 
and a thirst for knowledge, may, with the advantages to he 
found at the Institute, acquire an education which will start 
him on a career of usefulness and distinction. Many of our 
public nu n are self-made*, and very few of them, as their history 
shows, had one half the opportunity for improvement which is 
offered to our ow n population. It is often said by the unfortu- 
nate and distressed, that persons blessed with health, wealth, 
and all the comforts of life, do not realize the true value of 
these blessings — and it is most emphatically true that they do 
not. And do we comprehend and frel as we should, the great 
good, and great results which are to flow through all coming 
time from the lVabody Institute? 

Let us suppose for a moment it could be taken from us, and 
that beautiful sight, the gathering of our young men and 
women on library days for the exchange of hooks should cease 
forever — and then* should be no more rushing crow ds to the 
lecture hall, to be enlightened and imstcuctcd by the best talent 
to be found — and the strangers who visit us, should cease to 
inquire after, examine and praise the great Institute. Then 
would our whole community mourn as one man their great 
loss, and our youth would go in pursuit of other pleasures, 
which instead of elevating and ennobling the character, might 
lead into temptation and sorrow. 

But we all know there is no fear of this, for in the language 
of Mr. Choate; 44 This edifice w ill crumble, certainly to be 
replaced by another." And we feel assured it will be more 
liberalh endowed, and its privileges extended and enlarged. 
And it is only our desire by w hut we have said, to enlist more 
ardently the findings of all, old and young, to partake of its 
benefits, and guard it w ith zealous care, and transmit it to pos- 
terity, as one of the noblest charities on record, bestowed by 
one of the noblest men our country ran boast. 

R, S. DANIELS 

President q/ (Ac Lyceum and Library Com. 


